
Call for papers 

Meister Eckhart and the Low Countries: Medieval and 
Modern Connections in Literature and Religious Culture 

Meister Eckhart und die Niederlande: mittelalterliche und 
moderne Beziehungen in Literatur und religiöser Kultur 

9-11 Juni 2016, Leiden 

Leiden University and the Meister Eckhart Gesellschaft organize a conference on the rich and varied 
reception of Meister Eckhart in the literature of the Low Countries: from the fourteenth century 
transmission of his texts and teachings to twentieth century novel on his trial and modern poetry. 

In medieval manuscripts from the Low Countries Eckhart appears as the author of sermons, as a 
character in exempla and dialogues, as an authoritative voice and as a theologian accused of heresy. 
Criticized as a ‘devilish person’ and celebrated as a ‘light of divine wisdom’, Eckhart was as one of the 
most controversial figures in medieval Dutch literary culture. However, his ambiguous reputation 
among adherents and enemies suggests stronger oppositions and debates than the actual circulation 
of his texts can/do confirm.  Eckhart was read in the Netherlands, but quite often anonymously, 
while those texts that mention the master by name have little to do with his thinking. It was only 
after the modern (re)discovery of Eckhart that his ideas really found a place in Dutch literature and 
philosophy. 

The intriguing and complex position of Eckhart in the literature and religious culture of the Low 
Countries brings up questions that concern a number of (sub)disciplines in medieval studies, literary 
history and theory, philosophy and religious studies . We hereby invite speakers to reflect on the 
influence and Wirkung of Eckhart’s ideas and texts within the interconnectedness of Dutch and 
German literary cultures, within the religious movement of the Modern Devotion and the mendicant 
orders or in modern literature. 

The aim of the conference is to bring international scholars together. The format of the conference 
will be short papers of twenty minutes with another twenty minutes for discussion to guarantee a 
substantial exchange of ideas.  

Please send short proposals to g.warnar@hum.leidenuniv.nl 

Hoping to welcome you in Leiden, 

Wybren Scheepsma & Geert Warnar 

Opleiding Nederlandse Taal en Cultuur  
Universiteit Leiden  
Postbus 9515  
2300 RA Leiden  
tel. ++ 31 (0)71 5272158  
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